WHATCOM COUNTY BAR

JOURNAL

NOVEMBER

www.whatcombar.org

2019
2018 WCBA Officers
President:
Vice Pres.:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Journal Editor

Nick Fay
(360) 392-2855
Matt Conner
Jennifer Slattery
Phil Buri

Mr. Rajeev D. Majumdar
(360) 332-7000
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com

Top Stories!

Oh Calcutta!
National Adoption Day at Superior Court
RFQ for Conflict Counsel in District, Juvenile and Superior Cts.
New Local Whatcom Superior Court Rules
Across the Line: The Reading List

Your Regular Favorites!

The President’s Column—
Classifieds—
Pro Bono Connection—
Rajeev’s Musings—
Bar Meeting Minutes—
Fantastic Ads & Deals!—
Treasurer Reports—

“Technology Improvements in Whatcom”
Jobs, office space & services!
Recovering from LTO!
“Oh Calcutta!”
Our Proud Sponsors

Special Announcements!

National Adoption Day Ceremonies (Nov. 22)

BAR LUNCH
On Nov. 6th! ( 2019) At High Noon!
At Northwood Hall, 3240 Northwest Avenue, B’ham.
Guest Speakers: Maru Villalpando an immigration
rights speaker, who has many ideas for attorneys to help
out.

9-14
5
5
6
7-8
2-3
4
N/A
9-14
15
16-21
22-23
5

Superlative
Disclaimer:
The information & various articles contained within this publication have not been checked for
accuracy. All opinions expressed
are those of the authors and do
not reflect the opinions of the Bar
Association, the Journal, or the
agents thereof.

PAGE 2

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL

N O V . 2 0 19

The President’s Column
By Nick Fay, WCBA President 2019

Technology Improvements to Whatcom County’s
Criminal Justice System
The last two articles in this 2019 series on law and technology will focus on the local impacts technology is having on our Whatcom County criminal justice system. Surveying broad, national trends in emerging legal tech has its place, but it’s also helpful to explore what effect
those trends are having right now in our local legal community. This
month we take a look at technology’s important role in the work of
the Whatcom County Incarceration Prevention and Reduction Task
Force (the “IPR Task Force”).
The IPR Task Force was formed in June 2015 by County Ordinance. The Task Force’s profile has
been on the rise in 2019 as it was appointed by another County Ordinance in January 2019 to effectively replace the County’s “Law and Justice Council,” which counties in Washington are required
to maintain by state law. RCW 72.09.300. Also, the IPR Task Force was just awarded the 2019
Peace Builders Award for Public Service by the Whatcom Dispute Resolution Center. Recently, I
sat down with Tyler Schroeder, Deputy Executive for Whatcom County, who is intimately involved
with these efforts and was very helpful in providing some insight into how technology is playing a
role in this mission.
The IPR Task Force’s purpose is as follows:
to continually review Whatcom County’s criminal justice and behavioral health programs and make specific recommendations to safely and effectively reduce incarceration of individuals struggling with mental illness and chemical dependency, and minimize jail utilization by pretrial defendants who can safely be released.
As Mr. Schroeder explains, the Task Force’s role has become particularly important after Whatcom
County voters twice rejected ballot measures (in 2015 and 2017) to fund the construction of a new
county jail. The Task Force’s goal of preventing and reducing incarceration has become the county’s default best alternative to new jail construction. The group, which is composed of 30 members,
takes a multidisciplinary approach to the problem. It relies on various perspectives from our local
community, including county and municipal governments, law enforcement, the Prosecutor’s and
Public Defenders’ offices, various health and social services professionals, and concerned private
citizens. These perspectives are represented by individuals from these community stakeholders
who sit on the Task Force itself. Their voice is also heard through multiple subcommittees under
the IPR Task Force related to topics such as a crisis stabilization facility (focusing on mental health
and chemical dependency triage) and behavioral health.
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(Continued from page 2)

After its formation, technology quickly began to play a role in the IPR Task Force mission. “In the
IPR Task Force’s early work, it became apparent that one of our first and most important tasks was
to determine what data points on the problems we already had, and begin working from there,” says
Schroeder. But in exploring that question through interactions with county and municipal courts,
jail officials, and policymakers, the Task Force learned that such data was lacking in both scope and
usefulness. For example, county jail data existed and included information related to booking, the
jail roster, and release, but much of it lacked important details and was difficult to understand.
Helpful details regarding the nature of charges against those on the jail roster were missing, which
impacted the ability of law enforcement and lawyers to do their do their jobs efficiently. Also, missing cell block information for incarcerated persons often made activity like family visits frustrating
and less efficient.
In response, in 2017 the IPR Task Force launched a subcommittee dedicated to improving Whatcom County’s collection and use of data by policymakers in the criminal justice context. The subcommittee is called INDEX (“Information Needs and Data Exchange”). INDEX has been working
with policymakers and personnel on the ground in these areas to sharpen the scope of exactly what
data Whatcom County needs to further the mission of the IPR Task Force. This work by INDEX
has created detailed lists of “data points,” developed by the professionals who use or need such data
on a daily basis. These include areas such as warrants, jail booking, recidivism, diversion, and
many other miscellaneous topics. Also, the jail has implemented a new records management system
and a new website that was launched on October 1st (http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/258/InmateDatabases).

According to Schroeder, “these new improvements show how much efficiency can be gained by
making relatively small improvements to information technology.” Improving information technology has been a focus for Whatcom County Executive Jack Louws. Accordingly, the County has also
recently authorized expenditures for implementing new case management systems in both the Prosecutor’s office and the Public Defenders’ office, which are intended to update and improve efficiency in both offices. The details and timeframe for implementing those systems are still being worked
out. Lastly, Schroeder indicated that the state Administrative Office of the Courts is also in current
negotiations with Tyler Technologies, the company that runs our statewide Odyssey court records
system that was rolled out in October 2018, to obtain a proposal for extending that system to our
courts of limited jurisdiction, i.e. the District Courts. This would hopefully allow better digital and
online access to District Court records, and perhaps municipal court records, statewide.
For detailed updates and information on ongoing programs, schedules, meetings, personnel, and reports, visit the following websites:
IPR Task Force Main Page:
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/2052/Incarceration-Prevention-and-Reduction-T
INDEX Subcommittee Main Page:
http://www.co.whatcom.wa.us/2967/INDEX-Subcommittee
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Classifi ed Ads
Free to all WCBA members & firms in which all members
have paid their membership dues. $15 otherwise.
e-mail ad copy to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
by the 15th of the preceding month

Office Space Available – Bellingham Towers - 119 N. Commercial Street – downtown! Just down
the street from City Hall, the Court House and the Federal Building. If interested please call 360-6471916 x 112 or email: robbi@hollanderinvestments.com. Conference room available for Rent to Tenants and Non-Tenants.
Looking for a fun dance band for your next party, fundraiser or other event? Lemon Creek per forms songs by great women rockers and popsters of the last 4 decades. From Fleetwood Mac to Amy
Winehouse—Sheryl Crow to Lady Gaga to Garbage—with some interesting and fun detours along the
way. From the irresistible dance grooves of Blondie and Kylie Minogue, to the drama and intensity of
Concrete Blonde and The Cranberries—you will get up and dance! Lemon Creek is Lesley Rostron,
Jon Grover, Mike Rostron and Doug Hyldahl. Check us out at https://www.gigmasters.com/rock-band/
lemon-creek and https://www.facebook.com/pg/lemoncreekrock/about/
FAIRHAVEN LAW OFFICE FOR RENT Brett McCandlis Brown & Conner is moving downtown, leaving their 2400 square foot suite with 7 offices, large conference room, reception area, work
space, and 2 bathrooms. Can be subdivided. Contact Dean Brett 1-360-593-9101 or brett@brettlaw.com
SPACE FOR LEASE. Looking for additional office space or a new location in Skagit County?
Space available in business center with ample parking and on main arterial road in Burlington, 5 min.
from I-5. Remodeled spaces of 1,100 ft 2 or 3000 ft 2 now available. New carpet, LED lighting, signage. Rates from 22 to 25 per ft/year, plus NNN. 720 -790 S. Burlington Blvd., Burlington WA
98233. For more information: 360.853.3287. Edward-Berger Properties, LLC.
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BORDER & IMMIGRATION UPDATE

By Scott Railton
Cascadia Cross-Border Law
th
1305 11 Street, Suite 301
Bellingham, WA 98225
www.cascadia.com

srailton@cascadia.com
Tel: (360) 671-5945

This is a rich period of time for writing about immigration. Below, I’ve listed a few books on immigration and the border that I like, which are well regarded. If you have a book you’ve read on
immigration that you really like, please shoot me an email so I can add it to my list. I welcome
comments too. I’m interested in forming a very casual reading group, if that appeals to anyone.
Onward. Here are some recommendations:
The Line Becomes A River -Dispatches from the Border, by Francisco Cantu. The author
writes a deeply personal memoir about his experience in the Border Patrol, working the southern
border. He later quits, and then returns to the border, viewing it from both sides. Finalist for Top
Book of the Year in 2018 for NPR and the Washington Post. The pages turn.
BANNED:-Immigration Enforcement in the Time Of Trump, by Shoba Wadhia. The travel
bans of 2017 are still in effect, and waivers are hard to come by. Discretion is out the door. Travel
bans, DACA, speedy deportations, refugee limits, and executive orders—it’s all here, sadly. This
book is a great, accessible read on the last few years in immigration enforcement.
What Is The What, by Dave Eggers. This is the personal and incredible story of one the Lost
Boys of Sudan, a refugee. This is a novel, based on a true story. His experiences in the middle of
Sudan’s civil war is shocking, as well as their long march out. Once in the U.S., he experiences
new struggles. Finalist for the National Book Award. Probably my #1 recommendation on this list,
though a slightly slower read then some here, just because of the gravity of the events in every turn
of the page.
Behold the Dreamers, by Imbolo Mbue. This was an Oprah Book Club selection, and it went
fast for me. It is about a Cameroonian couple trying to make it New York as the Great Recession
starts. It covers several themes, but the issues of immigration status are a constant presence.
The Jungle, by Upton Sinclair. Here’s an older one—published in 1906--considered a classic,
about the exploitation of Lithuanian immigrants in the meat industry in Chicago, around the turn of
the 19th century. I read this a few years ago, and while I remember the exploitation, it is the immigrant family experience that I remember best.
Interpreter of Maladies, by Jumpha Lahiri. Pulitzer Prize Winner, 2000. This collection of
short stories is focuses on the Indian-American immigrant experience. Highly personal, highly enjoyable. Ms. Lahiri also wrote The Namesake, Unaccustomed Earth, and The Lowland, all of
which are similar but full novels. She is a very gifted writer.
The Jaguar’s Children, by Johan Vaillant. A horrible tale where undocumented are stuck inside a water truck in the heat, during an effort to enter the U.S. with the help (or lack thereof) from
coyotes.
(Continued on page 8)
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The Devil’s Highway, by Luis Ur rea is a tr ue stor y, with a similar focus. Nominated for the
Pulitzer Prize. This one I have not read, but it is one I always hear about.
A Nation of Immigrants, by John F. Kennedy. There are multiple versions. The current revised
version, published posthumously, has a foreword by Ted Kennedy. JFK covers the migration of
many groups over time, before and after the Revolution. It is a quick read, and totally worthwhile.
The Closing of the American Border, by Edward Alden. Written not too long after 9/11, this one
discusses terrorism, immigration and security since 9/11.
Americans In Waiting, by Hiroshi Motomura. We used this book as a text for a Fairhaven College course on immigration law and policy, and Hiroshi has spoken in Whatcom County a number
of times. I see Amazon has noted his book a best history book on a 2018 list. He covers the major
historical turning points in U.S. immigration, as well as the major court cases and legislation. I
learned so much about how we arrived at today’s immigration laws, reading this book. The path
was not straight.
The Best We Could Do, by Thi Bui. An awar d winning gr aphic memoir, detailing a Vietnamese family’s migration to the U.S. after the 1970s fall of South Vietnam.
Exit West, by Mohsin Hamid. NY Times’ Top 10 Novels of 2017. Refugees, relationships, and
some travel magic.
My Antonia, by Willa Cather. Another classic, published in 1918, describing the prairie pioneer
experience of Bohemian immigrants and another family. I know one person who says it is their favorite book ever. Last I checked, at least.
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Ramblings of a Small Time Country
Lawyer
~By Rajeev!

The Great Cultural Enrichment
Foray of 2019: Part 1
Subtitle: Part 1—Kolkata and Durga Puja

Namaskar from India!
Hey friends, I thought you might enjoy a dispatch
from the Subcontinent. Unlike my prior journeys to various places extraordinary, this time I am bringing a fieldhand, my three-year-old daughter Savitri. This reduces
the number of death-defying acts and back country high
speed motorcycle chases I engage in compared to prior
journeys, but it does give me an opportunity to do a different kind of socio-cultural analysis It also justifies me
spending the dollars not to stay in any flea infested
shacks and suffering without AC in the 90+ degree
weather.
Background (skip to page 2 if you don’t like history or politics)
This trip focuses on two main regions of the Subcontinent. Both areas are inside of India: the
extremely urban former capitol of the British Raj, Kolkata in West Bengal, and central Kerala’s coast
and its hill stations in the far south. The two places are extremely different. While I am sitting in
100% humidity at 90 degree+ weather in Kolkata at the top of the Bay of Bengal, it is technically only
sub-tropical, while 1,500 miles to the south-west Kerala is full blown tropical. In Kolkata the people
speak Bengali, the eastern most Indo-Aryan language, meaning their language is more closely related
to English, one of the western-most Indo-Aryan languages, than to Malayalam which they speak in
Kerala and which is a Dravidian language. While I understand the script structures for Malayalam as
the script is derived from Brahmi script which was developed around 1,000 bce and is the basis for
most scripts in South and South-east Asia, I have no training in non-Indo-Aryan language conjugations
or sentence structures, so this will be interesting. (Trivia: Malayalam is longest language name in
English that is a palindrome).
The two places also have a lot in common. They are both Hindu regions, but with much larger
proportions of religious minorities than most of India: Islam (27%) in West Bengal; and Islam (25%)
and Christianity (19%) in Kerala. India in general is 14% Muslim (making India the 2nd biggest Muslim population country in the world after Indonesia) and 2.3% Christian. Both have large fish and rice
-based cuisines. Both places are unusually dense and urban for India. India has a population density
of about 350 persons per sq km (compare with U.S. as a whole at 36/sq km, or its densest state New
Jersey at 462/sq km), while West Bengal and Kerala have a density of about 900 to 1,000 people per sq
km. India as a whole is primarily rural with 33% of the population being urban, but it is 68% urban in
West Bengal and 52% urban in Kerala. What do all of these bring statistics you didn’t sign up for
mean? It means I am literally swimming through a sea of very diverse tightly packed people with

(Continued on page 10)

PAGE 10

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL

N O V . 2 0 19
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competing world views who still manage to figure out how to get along generally speaking- in most
places in the world, these statistics would mean a constant blood bath.
Part of this can be explained though a tradition of pluralism in the dominant dharmic religious
traditions, but modern politics and world view play a role as well. Both areas are joined together in the
annals of Communist Party history- Kerala had the first democratically elected communist party led
government in the world in 1957, and West Bengal had the longest running democratically elected communist party led government (C.P. -Marxist in coalition with All India Forward Bloc, the Revolutionary
Socialist Party, and the Marxist Forward Bloc) led government from 1977 to 2011. Both populations
tend to be very secular and educationally minded, and politically at least pay nominal attention to class
consciousness and tackling Gini Coefficients and basic services- and both states have a reputation of
driving away jobs and big corporations, with their strong labor unions and red tape. Then again, the
mindset of the political class might best be reflected in a quip by Jyoti Basu, a Bengali lawyer and
world’s longest serving communist party leader until his death, who unironically and with literal intent
stated something akin to: “when India achieves communism, everyone will have a servant.”
Enough statistics, let’s get going on the journey!
PART 1: Kolkata and The Mother Goddess
The biggest most celebrated cultural event in Hindu Bengali culture is Durga Puja, which also
serves as a post-monsoon harvest festival in rural areas- the heat and rains are dissipating and it is time
to party. And this is what we are here to experience! But, from the moment you step off the plane in
Kolkata, an existential battle for personal space and individual identity ensues. With 14.5 million people it is India’s 3rd largest metro zone, but the continuous developed area around it has 65 million people. It is the commercial and financial hub of East and North-East India, and is the only city in eastern India, apart from Bhubaneswar to
have an international airport. It was the original and long-standing
capitol of the British Raj, until Bengali revolutionary activity drove
them to relocate to the less intellectual and less politically-woke Delhi
in 1911. The city is not just dense, but it is big, complicated, growing,
and has the weight of history driving it forward. Kolkata was the heart
of the Bengal Renaissance, and its people value literature, art, music,
academics, and song as part of their mandated heritage. As we arrive
the city is lit up with color, lights, advertisements, and joy for Durga
Puja.
Durga Puja is ten days of holiday, where people stop working
return home from far away or just stay home with family; the City of
Kolkata gets lit up like Christmas (but that would be an understatement) and neighborhoods get together for worship and competing to
build themed temporary buildings called pandals. And it is a true fullblown celebration, culminating in the last five days of public ceremony, ritual, prayer, eating, visiting, and general good will. Kind of an
extended combination of Hanukkah, Christmas, Mardi Gras, and Halloween. The end of the ten-day holiday lines up with what is called
Dussehra or Navaratri in other Hindu traditions, but which operate dif(Continued on page 11)
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ferently. Durga Puja celebrates
the Goddess Durga “coming
home” to visit her children (us,
ordinary human children on
earth). She comes riding a lion
and is accompanied by 4 of her
celestial children: the goddesses Laxmi (wealth) and Saraswati (learning and music), and
sons Ganesh (the elephant
headed remover of obstacles)
and Kartikeya (war).

Durga is a war goddess and also known as mother to all. She
is a personification of “shakti”
or female divine power. People who have visited my home in Bellingham, will know she features prominently in my house. As the protective mother goddess, she unleashes her divine wrath against the wicked for the liberation of the oppressed. She is most often depicted, as she is represented during Durga
Puja, as defeating the demon Mahishasura. Mahishasura had set about conquering the earth and the
heavens after being granted a boon from the Gods that “no man or god” could kill him; he was also a
shape shifter and could take on the form of mighty animals. In order to prevent this evil force from taking over after ingloriously losing a battle, each of the male Gods combined their best attributes and
weapons to create Durga. The newborn female Durga, riding a lion then killed Mahishasura as he shifted shapes trying to defeat her- which is why he is depicted as a man bursting out of a water buffalo. That was the short inaccurate version of the story, if anyone wants the long version it is here: http://
www.apamnapat.com/articles/Devibhagavata030.html
The holiday begins on the first day, on which offerings are made to dead ancestors. Days two to
five mark the remembrances of other Goddess manifestations of divine power, and this becomes crunch
time for finishing pandals, which must be finished by the 6th Day. Pandals were originally simple temporary structures used to host a religious ceremony, but over the last century pandals have become more
than just a home for Durga and her 4 children. Now, they are costly affairs of competition, with neighborhoods and businesses competing to make the most outrageously amazing super structures, using
cloth and temporary framing for walls, complete with electricity and chandeliers, and costing tens if not
hundreds of thousands of dollars (there are, of course, simple ones as well). Pandal visiting and touring
around the city is a big affair, with families keeping their kids out the whole night traveling around the
city looking for the most amazing sights. Good thing there is no work or school for 10 days.
The sixth day is when both the visiting of finished pandals starts in earnest and the day on people
formally welcome the Goddess and festive celebrations are inaugurated. On this day, the pandals also
start being used all day for religious ceremonies non-stop, so that visitors and everyone in the neighborhood has opportunity and time to worship, and from then until the 9th day, Durga along with Lakshmi,
Saraswati, Ganesha, and Kartikeya are revered with recitation of scriptures, ritual, and oral story telling. On the 10th Day, the community embarks on a procession carrying the worshipped clay sculptureidols to a river, or other water body, and immerse them, symbolic of Durga’s return to the divine cosmos.
(Continued on page 12)
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Some pandals, remember these are all temporary structures:

Day 3– Still Under Construction!

This one is solid gold– several million USD.
(Continued on page 13)

N O V . 2 0 19

WHATCOM COUNTY BAR J OURNAL

PAGE 13

(Continued from page 12)

Alongside all of this, much like Christmas, the buying and giving of presents to family and
friends occurs, and this is a holiday in which married women return to their parents’ home to celebrate
with their family. So it is a big travel holiday and a big shopping holiday, adding that much more chaos and congestions to the mix. However… Uber has made its way to Kolkata and has transformed the
way I move around the city and has eliminated 87% of the headaches I usually experience here. And I
am traveling around the city a lot, escorting my father to visit childhood friends, and visiting various
first through third cousins, uncles-in-law, great aunts twice removed, etc. And at each house you visit,
in addition to receiving and giving gifts, you are going to be proffered a full Bengali meal and at least 5
courses of sweets. Kolkata is the candy capitol of
the Subcontinent, with a sweet shop every half a
block making fresh confections, and every person
thrusting giant oversized chocolate bars and soda
pop into my daughter’s eager hands. I frown at this,
but people who know me, know that my own sugar
intake is about 80% of my diet normally- right now
it is about 95%. Luckily, my caloric intake has
probably dropped 70%, because it is just too hot to
eat in my opinion. So, all we have to do is worry
about malnutrition and not weight gain I suppose.
Some notes about food. The Bengal delta is the most productive farmland in the world due to
the monsoon flooding and return of silt from both the Ganges and Brahmaputra rivers and their daughters- both of which start high in Tibet and meander around the continent until reaching the delta- and
there is a lot of multi-crop per field cultivation- so
there is a large variety of vegetables year round, along
with many man-made ponds for cultivating fish and
shrimp. As I flew in, as the monsoon period is still
tapering off (late this year), I could see fields covered
in fine brown silt. Bengalis have 4 meals a day and
generally don’t refrigerate and eat leftovers- refrigerators are used to store raw ingredients or consumable
liquids, but food is always prepared fresh and usually
bought fresh each day. Bengali meals are very structured traditionally- and are multi-course in nature, but
based around an entire premise of a mound of rice on
your plate to start, which you will mix with your food
courses by hand. First you start with a bitter vegetable dish (and for an American palette which usually
avoids bitter, it does taste VERY bitter), followed by
leafy vegetables, then dal (lentils), then more vegetables, then fish curry, then mutton/chicken or egg curry, then a sweet chutney, and finally a dessert; and
seconds and thirds are encouraged. Fish is the apex
and talk of any meal- and is usually cooked on the
bone- so eating with ones hand is an advantage here
as one can debone very fine fish bones delicately better than with utensils. Mustard oil is also the cooking

(Continued on page 14)
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base here. Given that this is replicated at each house we
visit, I am a little tired of eating- but this is the primary social activity of visiting, where it is socially proper for the
hosts to watch the guests eat, which is a little awkward
from an American perspective. Traditionally, men eat first,
then children, then women – but these are modern times
and we all eat together!
Also, you might ask me after looking carefully at
some of the pictures: “why is your wife bleeding to death
from a scalp wound?” Ah, you will note in some pictures,
many women with a crimson red mark down their foreheads and into the part of their hair. This is called
“shindoor” and is the mark of a married woman in (Hindu)
Bengal. Shindoor also has specific significance in Durga
Puja- on the last day, before Mother Durga goes home, the
women anoint her and her children with shindoor, and also
anoint one another- this happens in overabundance, usually
shindoor is just applied to the part of the hairline but in the
fun of the holiday women mark each other all over the
face.
In the pictures, you can
see my wife climbing a ladder
to mark the Goddess, marking
other married women joyfully,
and my daughter getting to
mark Durga’s lion, which she
very much enjoyed. It was very
nice to observe (I cannot participate as a gentleman), and there
was genuine joy and fraternity expressed between the women who were
strangers to each other. After the women say goodbye, that is when all
the people in the community en masse escort the Goddess’s representative
clay and straw statue to the river to be immersed and returned to the earth
and water( a physical representation in known as a murti, and yes, these
ones are all made of clay and straw with paint!). This used to happen on
the 11th day, but as people have to go to work after 10 days off, this is
more frequently happening at night on the 10th day. Because the murtis
have gotten so big, they go on the back of trucks, with people marching
before and alongside them.
Now a few words about metaphysics - to the western outsider, all
this idol worship is probably quite shocking. However, for many Hindus philosophically all the deities are looked on as an extension of one entity - the ineffable godhead or world soul. The idols are
merely focal points.
But enough of the big city, in Part 2 we shall escape to the hills of Kerala!
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Whatcom County Bar Association
Monthly Meeting
October 2, 2019
Northwood Hall – Bellingham, Washington
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FAIRHAVEN
LAW OFFICE FOR RENT
Brett McCandlis Brown &
Conner is moving downtown,
leaving their 2400 square foot
suite with 7 offices, large conference room, reception area,
work space, and 2 bathrooms.
Can be subdivided.
Contact Dean Brett 1-360-5939101 or dbrett@brettlaw.com
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Michael Kleps practices in the areas of Wills, Trusts, Estates and Elder Law. He is back full time at
Carmichael Clark, P.S. after a nine month sailing adventure on the east coast US, Bahamas and Cuba.
His family found living and traveling on a 30’ sailboat to have quite a learning curve between keeping
an eye on the weather, navigating waters, finding safe places to anchor, and keeping their floating tiny
home working.
Highlights of the trip were a passage to Cuba via the Dry Tortugas National Park, two months in the Bahamas and traveling
the full length of the Intercostal Waterway from Key West to
Annapolis, MD in Chesapeake Bay. Other notes from the trip
are at https://michaelkleps.tumblr.com/.
“I think we will always treasure the rich family experiences,
making a dream come true and so much time in nature, however, we are glad to be back among friends, family and routines at home,” says Michael Kleps.
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Butler Beschen Law, PLLC
Is pleased to announce that Stephen Jackson has
joined the firm as an associate attorney.
Stephen comes to the firm with years of experience handling serious felonies at the Whatcom
County Public Defenders Office, clerking in US
District Court, and for the Federal Public Defenders Office in Nevada. Before his legal career, Stephen worked in journalism as a reporter
during which time he won an Emmy for his
work.
Jackson’s practice includes
defense of individuals accused of criminal conduct,
appellate work, employment
actions, wrongful discrimination, civil rights, and vacating criminal convictions.
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Grow your business with
our
all-inclusive offices!

Stop by for a Tour
Today!
We also have
virtual
options!
Executive Offices include everything to meet your
business needs, all in one place!







Reception Services with Custom Scripted Greeting
Tailored to Your Needs
All Utilities Included
Fully Furnished
On-Site Mail Reception
Advanced Copy & Print Center
On-Demand Conference Rooms, Ready When You
Are
1313 E. Maple St. Suite 201, Bellingham, WA 98225
www.thegatewaycentre.com — 360.685.4200

You are reading this aren’t you?
You too, should be advertising
right...
HERE!
New and Old Sponsors… did you know
as of today, if you pay your sponsorship for 6
months or more in the WCBJ, you get a 5%
discount? If you pay for a year or more, you
get a 10% discount!!!! Who knows what the
Editor will offer you if you want to pay for a
decade in advance?!!!!!!!!
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Court Reporting & Real-time Specialists
Court Approved Audio Transcription
We Offer Premier
Certified Court Reporters
Video Conference
Transcriptionist
Conference Rooms
Videographer Services
Transcription of Audio/Video Files, from all formats
Easy Online Scheduling
We look forward to meeting all your Court Reporting
and Transcription needs.
360-671-6298
info@corpolongoandassociates.com
or visit us at
Corpolongo.net
Serving Western Washington Since 1985
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RESORT TO CHEAP SELF-PROMOTION!

Advertise in
the Newsletter
Admit it. You read the ads in the Newsletter to see what’s
going on. So does everyone else. If you have a service to
offer to your colleagues in the local legal community — or
if you just want to show off — you won’t find a cheaper,
easier way to do it.

1/8-page . . . $35/mo.
2.46”H x 3.86”W

1/4-page . . . $50/mo.
5.00”H x 3.86” W

1/2-page . . . $75/mo.
5.00” H x 7.90” W

full page . . . $100/mo.

1/2

10.00” H x 7.90” W

1/8

And it’s easy to place your ad

E-mail your ad as an MS Word .docx, MS Publisher .pub, .JPG,
.GIF or .pdf file to:
rajeev@northwhatcomlaw.com
We’ll get it in the next issue and bill you. Pre-size the ad if you
know how. Otherwise, tell us the size you want. Questions? Email Editor Rajeev at the above e-mail address, or call (360)
332-7000 .

1/4
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